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So what happens on the very first Easter Morning? The women go to the tomb. They are still deeply traumatised by all that has happened around the killing of Jesus. They could not go on the day after Jesus burial because it was a Sabbath but here they are off at the very fist opportunity to visit the grave. And when they get there they are devastated. The stone has been rolled away. Somebody has been messing about with the grave

When I was a vicar there was a churchyard where lost of people came to visit graves. I was always getting complaints even about quite little things like flowers being knocked around. People tended to blame the local young people. In fact I think it was usually the squirrels! But people were very upset if the flowers they had placed were messed around. But what is happening here is much much worse and much more distressing. Somebody has been messing around not just with the flowers but with the grave itself, and this only adds to the trauma.

They meet the young man who tells them that Jesus is risen. – even more trauma!  How on earth do you make sense of this? They need to try to get their heads round it and S Mark tells us that they run away full of trembling and panic.
Nothing in life it seems is ever straight forward. What is meant –certainly from God’s perspective -  to be a wonderful happy day does not quite work out like that – or at least to begin with.

And yet I rejoice that when God does something absolutely sensational what we get is not the happy ending of the pantomime but a whole lot of very mixed emotions. And that is why when I was preparing some titles for my talks over this week I wanted to call this morning’s sermon “Lament no more?”. And the “?” is very deliberate. Life is never entirtely straightforward even in the face of such amazing good news. I rejoice because that is what life is like. Even when sensational good news breaks in - as it most surely does - life is still a bit of a mess.

I have had a wonderful week in Darlington. Apart from the worship here and elsewhere with its wonderful music and atmosphere, I have visited the Credit Union: that wonderful new set up with the potential to be an absolute life-saver to people with real financial problems. How wonderful to hear of such serious support from Christians all around Darlington who may never need to borrow themselves but want to make sure that there is enough cash in the Credit Union to ensure that there is enough money for people who really need to borrow to be able to.

I went into First Stop. The previous day six new homeless people had gone in. How amazing to find such dedicated staff working many more hours than they are meant to to ensure that homeless people really feel; that they are being listened to and taken seriously and helped to move forward. I went with Robert to the Police Station and quite by chance and unscripted saw something of the immensely professional way the police handled a man whose life was clearly in a significant mess.

Those are just some of the wonderful signs of hope in this community. But life is not straight forward. Even with the Credit union people will still face major financial problems. Even First Stop with all its skill and expertise can not wave a magic wand over night and solve the problems of all who come to them. Despite the real professionalism of the police that man’s life is going to be very messy for some considerable time yet.
God’s signs of new hope and the hard reality of life go together. That means that Christians can never proclaim a too easy optimism. To do that is to deny the real pain of the world which Jesus knew so well. But equally Christians can not be people like Private Frasier in Dad’s Army who believed that “we are all doomed”! To be like that is to deny the power at work in the God who raised Our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. It is to deny the fact Jesus’ Resurrection is indeed the beginning of God’s Kingdom here on earth.
We are people of hope because God has raised Our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead and the job of the Church in a world which is often more than a little frightening and un-nerving is to create more signs of hope and more signs of new life and to work with others in the community to make more signs of hope like the Credit Union and First Stop.
So that means that the question for you at St Cuthbert’s – as for every Church and I suppose for me and every Christian is “How can I be a sign of hope and new life breaking through wherever I find myself? Hope can Darlington be even more a community of hope because the Christian churches are here?
That is the challenge and the task and the excitement. That is how we are truly Easter People being signs of hope and endless new possibilities in the places around us.
