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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1 SCOPE OF THE SURVEY

A thorough general inspection of the structural condition and state of repair of the
Church has been made. The report is based upon the findings of an inspection made
from the ground and from ladders and other readily accessible points, and using
binoculars from ground level to comply with the current Diocesan scheme under the
Inspection of Churches Measure.

It is emphasised that the inspection has been purely visual and no enclosed spaces or inaccessible
parts, such as boarded floors, roof spaces or hidden timbers at the wall heads have been opened up
for inspection. We have not inspected woodwork or other parts of the structure which are covered,
unexposed or inaccessible and we are therefore unable to report that any such parts of the property
are free from defect. Any part which may require further investigation is referred to in the appropriate
section of this report. Where it is suggested that some part of the building be kept under observation,
this is intended to be of guidance to a future inspecting Architect as well as to the Parish.

The following inaccessible parts were not surveyed at the time of this inspection

¥ Spaces above ceilings
¥ Spaces below floors
¥ Basement boiler room

1.2 FORMAT OF REPORT

The report is provided in the following order for ease of reference:

1.0 Introduction

2.0 Summary of recommendations
3.0 Order of priorities

4.0 Detailed survey report

5.0 Appendix A: General and technical notes

Particular attention is drawn to the Summary and Order of priorities (sections 2
and 3), as well as the general notes in Appendix A.

This is a general report only, and is required by the Inspection of Churches Measure.
It is not a specification for the execution of the work and must not be used as such.
The report has been prepared in a general form recommended in the Handbook
Church Inspection and Repair published by CIO Publishing.

Canon G13 requires every PCC to keep a Church Logbook. This report should be
kept with the Church Log Book and Records for future reference, and one copy is
provided punched for that purpose. Further copies will be sent to the Diocesan Office
by the architect.
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1.3 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING

The site is located in an inner city residential area of mainly single storey traditional
terraced housing in the immediate vicinity but with modern four storey houses for
students and a primary school nearby. The building immediately abuts the public
footpath on the south side, with a small forecourt to the main entrance formed by the
south chapel and the projection of the hall, and immediately abuts a rear access lane
on the north side. The hall forms the west boundary with a lane and previously waste
ground beyond which has been made up to an enclosed car parking area. The
vicarage stands on the east side with a narrow private access drive in between it and
the east end of the church. The building consists of a rectangular nave with shallow
arched aisles and an open chancel with an apsidal end. The nave has a pitched tiled
roof with flat roofed side aisles, side chapels and vestry. There is a single storey
pitched roof hall at the west end, in the position of a proposed tower which was never
built. The structure of the building is of solid load bearing exposed common brickwork
throughout. The Architects of the building were Hicks and Charlewood and it was built
circa 1930.

1.4 PREVIOUS INSPECTIONS AND RECENT REPAIRS

The previous inspection was carried out by John Niven in 2005. This is the first
qguinquennial Inspection carried out by Michael Drage, due in 2010 but carried out
slightly later due to the late appointment of MD as inspecting architect. The next
inspection is therefore due in 2015 to maintain the five-yearly sequence.

Since the last Report a number of repairs have been carried out. The parish logbook
was not available for inspection but the following main items appears to be recent
work:

Some roof and parapet repairs and pointing.
Rehanging smaller bell.
Total refurbishment of church hall.

This report, and records of all future works undertaken should be filed in the logbook.
1.5 PLANS AND PHOTOGRAPHS

The sketch plans included in this report are for diagrammatic purposes only and
should not be relied on for accuracy of detail. They show room titles as used in the
report, and highlight any items of work which require it. The inspection included the

taking of a set of photographs which are retained on the Architect's file for future
reference.
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2.0 SUMMARY OF
RECOMMENDATIONS

The building is generally sound and
fairly well maintained. A few urgent items
are noted below. Otherwise most repairs
listed are of a relatively minor nature,
though a number of items need to be
monitored and ongoing regular
maintenance should be programmed.

The following is a brief summary under
the main headings of the survey.
Required action and priorities follow as
Section 3 and the full survey report as
Section 4.

2.1 Roofs & leadwork

Some urgent attention required to roof
leaks in vestry and belfry areas. Rotten
timbers resulting from previous leakage
still evident. Hall roofs require checking
over.

Leadwork appears generally sound.
2.2  External masonry & pointing
The exterior walling requires a phased
programme of repointing to prevent
further water ingress.

2.3 Rainwater goods & drainage
Generally sound except as noted, but
gutters and gullies need to be regularly
checked and cleared of silt and

vegetation.

2.4 Doors, windows & exterior
woodwork

These are generally satisfactory, apart
from the minor defects listed.
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Woodwork to hall verges and soffits
requires decoration soon.

2.5 Interior & decoration

The main parts of the church are well
maintained internally and the decoration
is in good condition, following some
recent redecoration. However
efflorescence & dirty brickwork internally
detract from the effect.

2.6  Services
Regular inspection of the electrical
installation is advised (every 5 years)

and is well overdue.

There is no lightning conductor and the
need for one should be considered.

The boiler should continue to be
serviced annually.

WC & kitchen facilities are adequate.
2.7 Grounds

The grounds are in reasonable
condition. Work to the boundary walls
and railings is needed.

2.8  Accessibility

Access (into the main doors) for people
with disabilities is good. There is an
accessible WC facility but no hearing
loop.

2.9 Safety & security

No significant issues were identified,
other than keeping escape routes clear.

No asbestos report was made available.
The church should have an asbestos
management plan, based on the



assumption that in a building of this age
there may well be asbestos in the fabric,
particularly in heating system, ducts etc.

Fire extinguishers are in place and
should continue to be serviced annually

3.0 ORDER OF PRIORITIES

An indication of costs (including fees
and VAT) is given for budget purposes
only.

3.1 Urgent (circa £4000)

Test electrical installation.

Repair main areas of water ingress
(belfy and vestry roof and upstands).

Repair flooring below bellcote.
Repair gutter on north side of nave.

3.2 Essential within twelve months
(circa £3000)

Service heating boiler.

Clear gullies and gutters of silt and
vegetation.

Waterproof OlostO window at west end of
N aisle roof.

Pointing of most urgent areas (eg
parapet cracks etc)

3.3 Advisable within quinquennium
(circa £13,000)

Repointing of further noted areas.

Repair rotten timbers where dried out
(ceilings and balcony) as noted.
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Paint north railings.

Upgrade vestry finishes if dried out.
3.4 Future work (circa £15,000)
Boundary wall repairs

Consider lightning conductor.
Further phased repointing.
Consider bellcote louvres.

3.5 Work to church hall
(circa £6,000)

Secure unfixed gas pipe in meter
cupboard.

Underdraw stair to half hour fire
resistance.

Doors to staircase area: Room doors
need to be FR 30 with seals, signs and
closers.

Store door to be FR 30 with seals, sign
and kept locked.

Seal around new hall windows.

Check over hall roof (east) and attend to
missing verge plastic trims.

Decorate hall timberwork (verges and
soffits).

Pointing to chimney stack (and check
capping-off).

Michael Drage BA BArch RIBA
Architect and Designer April 2011



4.0 DETAILED INSPECTION REPORT

4.01 EXTERNAL FABRIC
General Structure

The building appears to be basically sound
except for the dry rot damage to structural timber
mentioned below. Previous movement to the
south-east corner of the hall which has been
buttressed does not appear to have worsened.
Some of the brick parapets are leaning inwards
and opening the joints with the upstand.

There has been disturbance to the concrete lintol
over the vestry entrance and damage caused to
one end. There is cracking over the sacristy
window.

The hall appears to have been completely
refurbished and extended during the
quinquennium.

External Wall Surfaces

The external walls are constructed in facing or
common brickwork generally laid in solid English
bond except for a small area of roughcast cement
render to the south east wall of the hall and new
clay tile hanging to the west end of the church.
The brickwork is generally in sound condition
except as listed below.

North Elevations

Belfry: Area of eroded pointing above area of
replacement pointing.

Church: Generally sound but areas of eroded
pointing, particularly at high level below chimney
and to projecting panel beneath and below
windows at aisle roof corner, with some broken
cill tiles.

North Chapel: Generally sound but with eroded
pointing to the parapets including coping and
under and to cills of the windows. Some pointing
required to internal parapets also. An airbrick at
low level is broken and part cemented up, this
should be reopened with a new airbrick fitted to
preserve airflow. A severed crack in the NE
corner of the parapet upstand.

North Aisle: Generally sound but the parapet
section is heavily stained with algae growth and
around the right hand down pipe. Some small
holes in the brick joints to area of common
brickwork where previous structure removed.
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There are eroded joints and open horizontal joints
to upstand to west end.

Hall: Some spalling bricks. The joints have been
repointed to about 2m and are a little eroded
above this line.

South Elevations

Hall: Gable wall generally sound, one broken
airbrick at low level.

Entrance Porch: Open upper joints to parapets.

Church: Generally sound except for a few open
joints and 2 No broken cill tiles to west end upper
windows.

South Aisle: Generally sound with eroded
pointing around the top of the parapet and
around outlet of the left hand rainwater outlet.
There are also open joints to the inner face of the
parapets.

South Chapel Sacristy & Vestry: Generally sound
except for a stepped crack above the sacristy
window head, an open horizontal joint between
the upstand and the west wall to the chapel and
between the upstand and the east parapet wall
above the sacristy which is likely to be the source
of some dampness at ceiling level.

Belfry: 2 areas of eroded joints.
East Elevations

Church: Generally sound, there has been some
repointing to the bell tower to about 3m but the
joints are eroded above this level and above
vestry door.

South Chapel: Eroded joints to upper level above
flat roof and adjacent to downpipe with some
spalling of bricks and the parapet leans inwards.

Hall North Side: Sound but with eroded joints to
the right side with some deterioration of individual
bricks under the window.

Hall South Side: This elevation is rendered and is
generally sound.

North Chapel: Generally sound but joints are
eroded above 2m level and to odd areas lower
down, and the parapet head has split open.



West Elevations

Church: The west gable has been re-clad with
natural clay tiles and the brick corner piers
repointed. This area is sound.

Hall: Brickwork - generally sound except for the
defoliation of some individual bricks. Chimney
needs repointing.

North Chapel: Majority of pointing is eroded
4.02 ROOF COVERINGS

To the main church, including the apse, these are
of double roll clay tiles. The slopes are generally
sound. To the aisles, chapels and vestries the
roofs are flat with a seamless weatherproofing -
probably asphalt with a reflective metallised finish
- they appear to be basically sound except as
listed below. In particular horizontal joints have
opened mainly on the south-east side between
the asphalt upstands and the brickwork of the
parapet.

North Roofs

Church: Appears generally sound. (Limited
visibility available due to height of roof and
narrowest of access lane).

Aisles etc: Generally sound with some slight
ponding to the inside edge of the aisles.

South Roofs
Church: Generally sound.

Aisles etc Roofs: Some ponding of water
particularly to the south chapel and there are
cracks to the upstand adjacent to the overflow
from the higher roof level which may be
contributing to dampness in the sacristy below.
Vestry parapet upstands gapped, require urgent
attention. There is an accumulation of debris with
some vegetation above the vestry.

Hall Roofs East: Basically sound but some
pointing to ridge tiles is missing at the south end.
A few slipped or broken slates in valley gutter.
Roof should be checked over. Part of the plastic
verge trim at the centre step in the hall roof is
missing.

Hall Roofs West: Basically sound except for
missing pointing to ridge tiles to lower level and
what appears to be a seagull nest at the step in
roof levels.
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The newer extension has a concrete tiled roof
behind a parapet, not inspected.

East Roofs: Generally sound.
4.03 RAINWATER DISPOSAL SYSTEM

This originally consisted of cast iron goods but
now has new coated aluminium to the apse, with
recent pvc gutters to the nave roof. The cast iron
and aluminium gutters appears sound. The
downpipes are generally sound. Some
downpipes discharge into gullies. Others such as
at the main entrance and on the north side
discharge onto the ground. Valley gutter between
West Gable and Hall was renewed prior to 1995
and appears sound but water ponds towards the
centre and there is no gutter or downcomer at the
outlet.

There is vegetation in some hoppers and outlets
to clear, all should be checked regularly.

A joint is missing to the pvc gutter on the north
nave roof.

4.04 EXTERNAL WINDOWS & DOORS

The windows generally are metal framed with
leaded glass inserts. They are generally sound.
All the windows are protected with polycarbonate
sheeting which is fixed in the approved manner.
There are some cracked panes and bowing
windows to the vestry, wc, and corridor.

The hall windows are all recently renewed pvcu
type. Some of these are not properly silicone
mastic sealed to the brickwork and lintels above.

Doors generally satisfactory.

4.05 EXTERNAL METALWORK,
WOODWORK & PAINTWORK

Metalwork: Rainwater goods etc. are satisfactory.
A redundant iron bracket over the hopperhead on
south wall of south aisle.

External Woodwork: Barge boards to north gable
of hall are in poor condition. Noticeboard
beginning to deteriorate.

Timber infill to high level window on east side of
hall at church roof level is in poor condition and
must be leaking. A better detail is required here.

External Railings: To the north are in poor
condition, and are badly corroded in places.
South railings satisfactory.



406  BELLS & FRAMES ETC

There is a small bellcote adjacent to the east
apse containing 2 bells. The upper one,
presumably original, is swung and has recently
been rehung. The second (dated 1962) rests on
the vestry roof and is struck. The metal carriage
is corroding and requires repainting. Atimber
bearer laid on the roof is completely rotten. Roof
leakage in this area appears to result from the
detailing of the bell frame supports as well as
leakage around the bell ropes. This needs to be
corrected but it may also be advisable to provide
louvres to the bellcote openings to prevent rain
ingress.

4,07 INTERNAL FABRIC
Roof Structure

Church roof: consists of nine tied king post timber
trusses supporting large timber purlins with
dressed timber rafters and sarking boards. The
roof structure generally appears to be sound.

Aisles etc roofs: it is assumed that these are of
flat concrete or screeded timber construction and
appear to be generally sound, except where
noted below under the Ceilings heading.

Hall roofs: not inspected due to new suspended
ceilings. Reportedly consist of 4 tied timber
trusses. Previously reported roof damage by dry
rot was caused by leakage from valley gutter. It is
assumed this has been repaired in the recent
refurbishment of the hall.

Internal Partitions

These are mainly of solid brick, both exposed
and plastered. These are generally sound except
where affected by penetrating dampness, mainly
to corners and under parapets particularly in the
vestry and sacristy.

Internal Ceilings

Church Main Area ceilings: exposed timber
sarking - appears to be sound.

Aisles & Chapels ceilings: sound except where
damaged or discoloured by condensation, and by
penetrating dampness from parapets.

Hall ceilings: light-weight suspended ceilings
have been installed recently.

Vestry & corridor ceilings: stripped out to expose

joists and timber roof boarding, affected by water
ingress from above.
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Sacristy ceiling: some water damage to
hardboard ceiling, and probably to joists above.

Internal Walls

Church walls: these are generally of exposed
facing brick. The brickwork is generally sound
but with efflorescence on a number of high level
areas particularly the north chapel and north wall
of the nave and also at low level in both the Lady
Chapel. It is assumed that these defects relate to
wetting from faulty flat roofs, or from penetrating
dampness through solid brickwork where there
are eroded external joints.

Vestry etc walls: vestry was dry lined with wood
effect hardboard, which has now been stripped
because of water ingress.

Hall walls: Some dampness or efflorescence on
wall at foot of staircase.

Internal Doors

Generally of timber construction, painted or part
gilded with felt coverings. Glazing in the vestry
double doors appears not to be safety glass.
Vestry wc door needs easing.

Internal Decoration

Church: Mainly exposed brick or stone - generally
dirty or affected by salts left on surface as
moisture dries out. Ceilings only in fair condition,
stained in places where previously affected by
leaking roofs.

Hall: Good except where affected by dampness
at foot of stair.

Vestry: walls & ceiling stripped out, needs repair
and re-decoration.

Sacristy: Reasonable except for some damage to
edge of ceiling.

Lady Chapel: appears to have been recently
redecorated.

North Chapel: appears to have been recently
redecorated.

Floors & Balconies

Church floors: Nave floor suspended timber with
linoleum to walkways, appears sound.

Area of north chapel under carpeted raised plinth
and east end of aisle renewed circa 10 years ago



following discovering of dry rot outbreak. This
probably resulted from inadequate ventilation to
under floor areas. The original wooden ashes
caskets stored in the Crypt have been removed
and the ashes placed in plastic containers.

Chancel floor: Stone steps with clay effect
linoleum tiles all heavily polished - appears sound
except for some deterioration of concrete floor
beams in crypt. This situation is also likely to be
caused by periodic high humidity within under
floor (Crypt) area. However at the time of the
inspection the crypt appeared dry and reasonably
well ventilated.

Gallery: There is a small gallery at the west end
which supports the pipe organ, previous dry rot
has damaged one floor joist and part of main
beam in north-west corner which remains
unrepaired. One stair baluster is missing.

Hall floors: Main space, kitchen and toilets all
vinyl covered presumably over original
suspended timber floor, appears sound but void
not checked. Other rooms carpeted, all in good
condition.

Vestry floor: exposed tongue and groove flooring
b appears sound except to W.C. side of sink and
under position of roof leak on west wall.

Corridor floor: a section of floor under the belfry is
rotten and in urgent need of attention. The middle
step at the entrance to south aisle deflects under
load.

Sacristy floor: suspended timber carpeted,
appears sound except where affected by roof
leak near door.

Glazing & Ventilation

Church Glazing is of obscure or coloured glass
throughout generally in good condition.

There are a few hopper opening lights which are
not operable but the church appears adequately
ventilated except in the vestry, sacristy and crypt.
Hall windows have all been renewed in upvc,
except for a residual covered wondow at west
end of north aisle roof, see above.

4.08 FIXTURES & FITTINGS

Furniture & Fittings

Seating is of linked wooden chairs.
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The high altar is of stone with a chancel altar of
panelled oak. There are a number of oak chairs
and sanctuary furnishings in sound condition

Organ and/or other musical instruments

The original pipe organis a H & T Vincent 3
manual with 15 playing stops with
electromagnetic action. It was rebuilt in 1956
having originally been built for All Saints,
Monkwearmouth. The instrument is reportedly in
need of a major overhaul and is not used at
present. A Viscount electronic organ is currently
employed to provide musical accompaniment.

Monuments and/or peculiar features

Carved wooden stations of the cross.
Oak 1914-19 War Memorial in south chapel.

4.09 SERVICES
Heating System

Date of last service: not known. Church heating:
Gas fired L.P. Hot Water System serving large
bore pipes and cast iron radiators. Boiler not
inspected. Previously reported to be serviced
regularly by Northern Gas, and to be a sectional
cast iron solid fuel boiler converted by means of a
gas burner.

A number of portable electric heaters are used
within the side chapels.

Hall heating: appears to have been renewed as
part of the recent refurbishment, with a wall-hung
boiler in the kitchen cupboard and a small bore
piped radiator system. Gas pipe to meter below
stair is unsupported and should be fixed more
securely.

Electrical System etc

Electrical Test Certificate: No current certificate
was available. A test should be carried out
urgently and the results reported to the architect.

Church electrics: fed from the 3 Phase Supply to
the hall. There are 2 standard distribution boards
and MICC wiring to most of the church. Lighting
is either tungsten pendant or tungsten halogen
floods at high level. There are a few PVC or
rubber covered spur extensions not adequately
clipped or protected (Lady Chapel and South
Chapel).

Hall electrics: 60/80 Amp 3 Phase 440 Volt

Supply through standard fuse boards. PVC/PVC
wire distribution. On the rendered east wall of the
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hall an electric cable (perhaps for an external
light) needs to be checked out and made safe if
necessary.

Lightning Protection: None present

4.10 FIRE SAFETY

Extinguishers: Foam Multi Purpose extinguishers
in Hall. Carbon Dioxide in Organ Gallery.

Kitchen has a small powder extinguisher and a
fire blanket.

Hall stair area and corridor need protection by 30
minute FR fire doors with intumescent seals and
self closers (eg front office). The gas meter
cupboard below the stair should have
intumescent seals and be kept locked. The stair
soffit should be plasterboarded to give 30
minutes fire resistance.

The kitchen servery hatch should be fire resistant
and linked to the alarm system so as to self-close
in the event of fire.

The hall has a new fire alarm system.

4.11  SANITARY FACILITIES

Hall: new toilets provision, M F and disabled, all
in good order.

Church: a single WC adjacent to vestry, retiled.

Vestry: a small sink for washing communion
vessels.

412 SECURITY
Security generally appears reasonable.
4.13 ACCESSIBILITY

Main Entrance has short ramp with handrail to
entrance lobby.

Fire Exit from hall has four steps.
Vestry to nave corridor has three steps.

The church floor is on one level but there are two
and six steps to the two altars.

The hall now has a stair lift fitted.

Toilet Facilities: Hall now has good accessible wc
provision.

Light: the lighting level appears to be reasonable
although the reflected light is very limited.

St Mary Magdalene Millfield QI 2010

Sound: there is sound reinforcement within the
church but no induction loop.

4.14 EXTERNAL AREAS

Limited to small paved courtyards on north and
south sides of church.

The metal railing to the north side is extensively
corroded.

Reinforced concrete foundation to north
boundary wall is exposed above adjacent lane
and steel reinforcement is exposed.

There is a stairwell down to the boiler room which
is filled with rubbish.

Michael Drage: Architect and Designer

March 2010

End of detailed report
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APPENDIX OAO TO THE QUINQUENNIAL REPORT
General and Technical Notes
I. CONSERVATION AND REPAIRS

The repair and restoration of Churches is a complicated procedure,
particularly in ensuring that the repairs are carried out in a manner that is
technically and aesthetically satisfactory.

It is essential that no work is carried out without a fully detailed
Specification, and that the work is fully controlled and supervised by the
Architect whilst in progress.

2. ESTIMATES OF COST AND
INSTRUCTIONS TO PUT WORK IN HAND.

This report is not a specification for the execution of the works and must
not be used as such. It is recommended that the Parochial Church Council
instruct the Architect to prepare specifications and schedules, seek tenders
and, after consultation with the PC.C,, arrange to have the work carried out
by an approved Contractor under his direction.

The Architect will be pleased to help the Parochial Church Council in
applying to a charitable body for additional funds if necessary, and for
providing the necessary information for securing the essential Faculty.

3. FACULTIES

A Faculty will be required before any repair work is put in hand. The
Parochial Church Council is reminded that their Minutes must record that
an application is being made for a Faculty, and that a copy of the Minutes
must accompany the application together with a full Specification, drawings
where appropriate, and an estimate of cost.

4. MAINTENANCE BETWEEN INSPECTIONS

Although the Measure requires the Church to be inspected by the Architect
every five years, it is possible that serious trouble may develop between
surveys if minor defects, such as displaced slates and leaking pipes etc., do
not receive the necessary attention.

It is recommended that the Church Wardens should make, or cause to be
made, a careful inspection of the fabric at least once a year and arrange for
minor defects to receive immediate attention.

5. RAINWATER DISPOSAL SYSTEMS

All eaves gutter, gutter to parapets and roof valleys, together with rainwater
heads, downpipes, rainwater gulleys and surface water channels and drains
should be cleaned out regularly twice a year in later Spring and late
Autumn. Lead lined gutters should be cleaned with wooden shovels so as to
avoid damage to the leadwork. The Parochial Church Council is strongly
advised to enter into an annual contract with a local builder for cleaning out
the gutters and downpipes twice a year.

When repairs are being made to rainwater goods, cast iron rainwater pipes
should be fixed at least 50 mm clear of the wall on bobbins or holder bats,
to enable future painting to be carried out. Sharp bends and offsets should
be avoided whenever possible, as these tend to choke easily.

Where rainwater pipes run straight into the ground or drains, proper
checking or cleaning of the downpipe is impossible and blockages in such
pipes frequently cause damage to the building. In such cases the pipes
should be provided with open rainwater shoes discharging over rainwater
gulleys. Back inlet gulleys should be avoided.

6. OUTSIDE PAINTING

The painting of outside metalwork should be regularly maintained,
preferably on a five year cycle following each Quinquennial Inspection.

Cast iron rainwater goods should be wire brushed to remove scale or rust
and painted with one coat of zinc phosphate primer and two coats of paint
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of a specified colour to harmonise with the walls of the building. Bituminous
paint should be used in gutter soles. Iron glazing bars and vents to windows
should also be painted. All ironwork in Towers and Belfry should be similarly
treated and painted every five years.

7. ROOF COVERINGS

In repairs to roofs, any cracked, broken or missing slates or tiles should be
replaced with slates or tiles of the same size and quality as the existing and
it is most important that they should be of the same colour as the original.
At the same time, ridges should be pointed where necessary and all the
roof leadwork, flashings, aprons, soakers and valleys should be examined and
repairs made where necessary.

It is most important that repairs to roof leadwork be made by lead burning
and not with solder, and that they should be made by a craftsman skilled in
lead burning techniques. Solder does not bond property with lead and
therefore is unsuitable as a method of repair. Similarly, the use of bituminous
compounds is usually ineffective in making permanent repairs to leadwork.

8. POINTING TO MASONRY

Where pointing of masonry or brickwork is required, it is important that
the correct mix and strength of mortar should be used, the joints being well
raked out and the mortar well pressed in and finished just behind the
surface. On no account must the mortar be spread over the surface of the
walling. Pointing must only be carried out under the direction of the
Architect, as much harm can be done to the building by incorrect use of
materials and techniques.

9. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Any electrical installations should be tested every Quinquennium by a
competent electrical engineer or the Electricity Board. The insulation and
earth continuity test continuity report should be kept with the Church Log
Book. If no recent report or Certificate of Inspection from a competent
electrician (one who is on the Roll of Approved Contractors issued by the
National Inspection Council for Electrical Installation Contracting) is
available, the comments on this report are based on a visual inspection
made without instruments, of the main switchboard, and of sections of
wiring selected at random. Electrical installations for lighting and heating,
and other electrical circuits, should be installed and maintained in
accordance with the current edition of the Institution of Electrical
Engineers’ Rules and the more specific recommendations of the Council for
Places of Worship’s publication The Lighting of Churches.

10. HEATING APPARATUS

If no specialist report is available, the remarks in this report are based only
on a superficial examination of its general condition in relation to fire
hazards and sightliness. The installation and maintenance of oil firing
equipment should be in accordance with the current editions of the
relevant Standard s and Code of Practice.

A proper examination and test should be made of the heating apparatus by
a qualified engineer each year, prior to the start of the heating season, and
the report kept in the Church Log Book. The Parochial Church Council is
advised to consider arranging for a regular contract of inspection.

1. LIGHTNING CONDUCTORS

As a defective conductor may attract lightning, the lighting conductor should
be tested every Quinquennium in accordance with the British Standard
Code of Practice CP326 (Current Edition) by a competent electrical
engineer and the report kept with the Church Log Book. Conductors on
lofty spires and other inaccessible positions should be closely examined
every ten years, particularly the contact between the tape and the vane rod
or finial. If the conductor is without a test clamp, one should be provided
above ground level.
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