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1.0  PREMISES IDENTIFICATION 

 Parish Church of St Paul’s, Ryhope, Sunderland SR2 0HH. 
OS Reference – NZ410531 
Archdeaconry - Sunderland 
Deanery of Wearmouth 
Date of Inspection – Thursday 02 April 2009 
Weather – cloudy 

  
2.0 SITE 
 The church is situated within a large churchyard on high ground on the north side of 

A1018 as it passes through Ryhope Village. 
  

 The west, east and north boundaries are enclosed by housing.  The south boundary is 
bordered by stone and brick walls.  There are a number of mature trees to the south 
east and south of the church.  The site falls to the north. 
 

3.0  LAYOUT OF PREMISES 
 

 The church was built in 1869 to serve the growing mining village of Ryhope and 
extended in 1926 in memory of Rev. Paddy Knight, who had served the church for 30 
years.  It comprises a large nave with north and south aisle, chancel, south transept 
and sanctuary with clergy and choir vestries to the north and organ chamber to the 
south side of the chancel.  There is a porch on the south within the base of the tower.  
One floor above the porch is a bell-ringing chamber, which also contains the clock 
mechanism on the south side.  The bell chamber is one floor above.  Both of these 
levels are accessed by a stone spiral stair.  There are two access doors to the north 
elevation, one leading directly to the choir vestry; the second to a lobby at the west 
end of the north aisle which is not used.   

  
 It is single storey with squared rubble uncoursed magnesium limestone walling, with 

dressed sandstone surrounds to windows, doors, arches and piers.  The windows are 
lead glazed and fit direct to the sandstone mullions and jambs.  The north aisle and 
sanctuary are faced with ashlar sandstone.  The building is roofed in slate, apart from 
Westmoreland Slate to the north aisle.  The roofs feature open timber trusses, with 
timber boarding and is stained dark brown. 

  
4.0 REPAIR WORK OR NEW WORK SINCE LAS T INSPECTION 
  
 The log book contains the following information:- 

 
1999 – altar platform formed in nave and pew removal 
2005 – repairs to leaking heating system 
2007 – repair to organ chamber window at the south 
2007 – new north aisle west window pictorial glass and minor stonework mullion 
repairs 
2007 – repair of nave west window glass leadwork and stonework 
2007 – installation of sound system and induction loop 
2008 – emergency roofing repair and permanent roof repair following lead theft  above 
organ loft 
2008 – replacement of south porch doors. 
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5.0  SUMMARY OF GENERAL CONDITION OF BUILDING  
 
 The building is in a good condition, There are minor historical cracking to walls which 

need a watching brief. There is minor settlement of the vicar’s vestry addition which is 
to be expected. There are some minor roof repairs required. The walls are 
experiencing damp and it would be appropriate to have this dealt with. The timing 
depends on when a redecoration may be undertaken. Fittings are in good order and 
the church is well presented. 
  

6.0  DETAILED CONDITION OF BUILDING – EXTERNAL FABRIC  
  

6.1 GENERAL STRUCTURE 
  
 This is sound, however there are a few slight cracks particularly to the West, North 

aisle under the 3 light lancet. 
  
 The erosion at low level of stonework to Sanctuary needs a long term watching brief. 
  
 There are delaminating window dressings on the West Nave and 3 celestory lights 

need cosmetic repair. The wall head at the North Nave needs inspecting as there 
could be a gap at the top of the walling.  

  
6.2 EXTERNAL WALL SURFACES  

  
 These consist of squared and uncoursed pitch faced magnesium limestone masonry 

and chisel faced sandstone ashlar to the north aisle and sanctuary. With dressed 
surrounds to windows and door openings.  
 
There is some loss of the chiseling of the external surface of, say, 20% of the 
stonework. 
 
The masonry is generally in good condition with minor localised defects as listed 
below. 

  
6.2.1 NORTH ELEVATIONS 

 
  

Sanctuary 
 

Open vertical joint to wall abutment with east gable 
kneeler (at foot of water tabling).   
Open joint at foot of buttress and at plinth stonework 
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Choir Vestry  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Random limestone walling with gritstone quoins, poor cement pointing in the past 
(needs replacing); some open joints above plinth and at steps to boiler room below; 
some minor movement at bottom left-hand of choir vestry window, appears linked to 
the poor repointing in the past. 
 
Nave 

Walling generally sound; the lower part of the window 
dressings has stonework which does not match 
above and appears to be possibly repaired in the past 
with cement-rich mortar.  Some open joints below the 
plinth, particularly at rainwater gulleys. Minor 
delamination of some of the stonework – this does 
not require attention at this stage; open joints at 
intersection of head of roof with projecting rafter feet 
– worth inspecting at time of gutter repair or 
decoration.  Open joint at abutment of west gable 

water tabling. Open joints to steps to north door. Staining of stonework from thrown 
objects (eggs?) in bay 3. 
 
 Buttresses (Reading from left to right) 

1. Cement mortar repairs in the past; some open joints, particularly at foot 
below plinth 

2. Some light erosion of pointing.  External ground level low and revealing 
substructure stonework 

3. As 2. with minor lamination of first and second stage stonework  
4. Some loss of ashlar facing 
5. Greater erosion on east facing stonework 
6. External ground level low and revealing substructure stonework 
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6.2.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WEST ELEVATION 
 
North Aisle 

Some delamination of the chisel facing, say 5%;  
 
Movement crack under three light lancet window 2mm wide, 
requires repointing and monitoring; some open joints below 
plinth. 
 
 
 
 
 

Corner Buttress  
30% lamination of the stonework on all faces; open joints on first and second 
stage; substructure stonework walling exposed. 

 
Nave 

Open joints below plinth; past repair of vertical movement 
crack under four light window in cement; cracked stone 
requires replacement above air grate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Cracked stone in open joint below circular window; old 
concrete mortar repair above it suggests possible 
movement in the past. 
Window dressings have been refaced with mortar in the 
past, which is delaminating at the lower stage on the north 
side. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Buttress  
 1. Some open joints, particularly at the raking stonework 
 2. As 1.  Pointing around air bricks requires making good 

 
South Aisle (Children’s Corner) 
Some lamination of the plinth course stonework; open joint above buttress and in 
plinth stonework.  
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Water tabling not original; the built-in kneeler and 
mid-stage are original and have open joints.  
 
This also applies to the nave water tabling; north aisle 
is original, but there are some open joints at north 
side to underside of water tabling.  

  
6.2.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SOUTH ELEVATION 
 
South Aisle (Children’s Corner) 
This is a single storey lean-to offshoot.  
 
Open joint to stonework at the right hand side of the window at high level.  
 

Low level plinth cement pointing has been decorated 
with pea gravel, as has the joint underneath the two 
light lancet window (this feature also occurs at the 
plinth stage of the west nave buttress no. 1 – which 
should be re-pointed). The buttress has fern growing 
out of it at high level; open joints at plinth stage and 
top stage raking stonework. 
 
West side window dressing at lower level eroded. 

 
Nave (high level stonework) 
Western side coursing not level; patch repaired in the past with brickwork, which 
should be removed; evidence of cement pointing at downpipe position; wall is pierced 
with three circular clerestory windows:- 
 
Window 1 

The points of four cusps have been eroded or broken 
in the past and have been badly repaired with mortar; 
open joints to the dressed stonework. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Window 2 
Open joints as window 1 to the lower quadrant (the 
cusps have designed holes in them) 
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Window 3 

The cusp at the 3 o’clock position is eroded. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tower 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In two stages, with west octagonal stair turret.  The tower comprises entrance porch 
doorway with two-column surround with lancet arch and triangular hood mould 
terminated at apex and base with stone blocks for future carving.  The shield block 
above the doorway within the arch is ready for carving.  Above the doorway are two 
narrow slot lights with triangular hood moulding and blocks ready for carving; they 
have been cut to allow the insertion of the clock face. 
 
Second stage contains the Bells.  Two lancet louvred openings with central column; 
metal tie bar at column head, does not form a band around the whole of the tower and 
this requires understanding for it’s structural use. Has there has been a problem in the 
past?.  Projecting hood moulding has been repointed in the past and appears sound; 
some light erosion to the pointing at the window dressings.  

 
Hole in the stonework at the right-hand lancet adjacent to the 
conductor; blue tits are nesting there.  Fern growing on 
buttress south. 
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 Stair Tower  

Tower stonework in good condition; the blocked lancets at 
high level need investigating.  The triangular tops to the 
octagonal faces –these dressings have open joints as is the 
infill stonework within the trefoil; the grotesques at the foot of 
the gables are eroded.  Stonework to the roof has open 
joints.  There is a loose metal bar at the foot of the tower 
which needs removal, as this may be of use to intruders.  
There are some ferns growing at the junction of the tower 
and there are open joints on the raking stone work.  
 
Porch columns showing signs of erosion – right-hand inner 
has cracking to the base. Stonework has been patched with 
cement mortar pointing, and there has been some loss to the 

stone surface on the arch on the west side which has been resurfaced with cement. 
 
South Transept 

Some open joints, particularly to the east side of the 
gable walling and at the junction to water tabling which 
the left-hand appears slightly twisted.  
 
Repair in cement mortar at high level at the apex. 
Below the three light lancet window; has seen mortar 
repairs in the past with the same pea gravel technique 
as used elsewhere; open joints at the junction of the 
ashlar window dressing and the walling; some open 

joints below the plinth stonework. 
 
 
Buttress 

Open joints at weathering sloping stonework; some 
delamination of the top stage; pea gravel techniques 
on pointing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organ Loft 

 
Open joint at south of two light window and at top of 
buttress. Pea gravel technique employed at base of 
window.  
 
 
 
 
 



 9 

 
 
Open joint at junction of wall plate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sanctuary 
 

 
Erosion of stones above plinth course; evidence of salting 
and pea gravel pointing.  There has been a fire in the 
corner – doesn’t appear to have cracked the stonework, but 
this all needs cleaning down.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ornamental eaves has an open joint at the top stage and the abutment to the 
south gable kneeler. 

  



 10

6.2.4 EAST ELEVATION 
 
South Transept 

 
Open joints at high level; possible movement joint visible but 
not discernible, as there is little mortar in the joint to allow it to 
be perceived; rainwater staining to organ loft junction; open 
joint at roof flashing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Organ Loft 
Open joints at abutment of water tabling and junction to sanctuary; window surround 
at foot poorly pointed with cement rich mortar spread over the surface of the window 
surround; pea gravel pointing to buttress. 
 
Sanctuary 

30% erosion to the chiseled surface of the sandstone 
walling above plinth; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below plinth deeper erosion to the face of, say, 30% of 
the stonework, leaving the pointing proud.  Some 
cement pointing at the bottom of the plinth; Ashlar 
window surrounds three lights – all three have partial 
delamination at the heads; at the foot there are open 
joints. Apex window dressings are delaminating; there 
are open joints to the bottom stones. 
 

  
 Vestry  

Cement mortar repair to area below two light lancet 
window; a few open joints at high level on the south; 
cement repairs to pointing at downpipe position over full 
height; also cement repairs to plinth stonework. 
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6.3 ROOF COVERINGS 

 
These are of slate, with diminishing courses on the nave; Westmoreland Slate on 
north aisle. 

  
6.3.1 NORTH ELEVATION 

  
 Sanctuary  

Appears sound; one or two slates have been replaced over the years; slight 
irregularity at the ridge; ridge pointing sound. 
 
Choir Vestry 
Good; three or four chipped slates at the eaves; ridge pointing sound.  The box gutter 
between the vestry and channel must be inspected. 
 
Choir Vestry Chimney 
Has been repointed in the past; cap to chimney removed for large boiler diameter flue; 
no overhang; flaunching looks okay; not able to see the gutter behind. 
 
North Aisle 
This is in Westmoreland Slate; good condition; ridges sound. 
 

6.3.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6.3.3 
 
 
 

WEST ELEVATION 
 
South Transept 

 
Six or seven slipped slates; many repairs in the past; 
one or two missing; ridge pointing will need attention 
in the future 12 months 
 
 
 
 
 
Tower 
Box gutter, made in Sarnafil type covering: slipped 
slate visible on west slope of the transept 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SOUTH ELEVATION 
 
South Aisle (Children’s Corner) 
Some chipped; there have been replacements in the past; lime mortar pointing to 
gable abutment; consider leadwork 
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Nave 

 
Generally sound; many replacements in the past; few 
minor chipped slates; ridge pointing requires attention 
– this has been patched over the years; there are 
three areas, possibly four, where the mortar has 
fallen out of the ridge 
 
 
 

 
North Aisle 
Unable to inspect.  The box gutter between the north aisle and nave must be 
inspected. 
 
Tower 
Has this lead soakers at the mitres of the tiles to be weatherproof? Appears sound. 
 
 
Organ Loft 

 
Repaired in the past; some chipped; none missing; no 
lead flashing at the head or the abutment to the east 
facing gable water tabling - this has mortar pointing 
and appears to be lean; the water tabling is also 
uneven 
 
 
 

Chancel 
One slipped slate; minor chips; one slate at the east 
gable by the downpipe not wide enough – lap 
inadequate 

  
6.4 RAINWATER DISPOSABLE SYSTEM  

This is principally cast iron gutters and downpipes with plastic gutters and downpipe.  
The following defects were noted:- 
 
NORTH SIDE 
 
Sanctuary 
Plastic gutters on timber fascia board; rusting downpipe to rusted metal gulley.  
Hopper into plastic downpipe and gulley is out of the ground with inadequate guarding 
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 Choi r Vestry  
 
Sink waste in white plastic with broken clip to gully 
out of the ground; repair clip; white plastic not 
contextual.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Svp in grey upvc – top clip has broken and come 
away; plastic guttering bracketed onto joist ends 
connected to cast iron downpipe, not vertical.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Socket joints need caulking 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shoe is broken; gulley is unguarded and out of the 
ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

North Aisle 
Ogee socketed cast iron gutter – west end stop end not aligned correctly and short 
run of gutter at this point also not set into remainder well.  3 no. downpipes – cast iron: 
No. 1 – swan neck into top of pipe appears to need caulking; all joints need 
inspection; 
No. 2 – water staining at swan neck suggests blockage; 
No. 3 – as No. 1. 
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SOUTH SIDE 
 
South aisle (Children’s Corner) 
Large capacity grey plastic gutter and downpipe – ugly – onto timber fascia; some 
water leakage of the right hand stop end.   
 

Gulley appears blocked; no adequate grating as pipe is 
short of gulley. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nave 
Grey plastic as Children’s Corner on timber fascia; 
black gutter junction appears incongruous; downpipe 
with open shoe too high – needs extending down so 
that the water can run off without splashing and being 
caught in the rain; also lead slate required at this 
point to reduce incident of water penetrating slating; 
would be far better to install cast iron. 
 
 

 
South Transept 

Ogee gutter running outlet stop end missing; 
downpipe is broken at the foot and requires a 
directional shoe 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organ Loft 

Cast iron ogee gutter; looks like there is a leak at the 
joint in the middle and at the stop end; downpipe 
collars need caulking; gulley is out of the ground. 
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Sanctuary  
Ogee cast iron gutter on brackets back to stonework 
– looks like it’s a backfall; planting at the west end in 
the gutter. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Poor joint at junction of spike bracket – this looks to require relaying to drain towards 
the east. Swan neck downpipe not plumb; collar joints require caulking. 
Open shoe not above gulley, which needs adjusting. 
 

6.5 EXTERNAL WINDOWS AND DOORS  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Windows generally consist of plain lead or stained glass with polycarbonate guards to 
south windows with copper clips screwed to the window dressings. 
 
Organ Loft 

Has obscure polycarbonate roughly mortared into 
position; there is shrinkage on the mortar – too fat a 
joint; has a metal framed window with cracked putty 
on the right hand side with a broken window handle; 
this has almost been installed inside out - appears a 
very makeshift solution and easily broken into? The 
organ loft window has a build up of sand at the foot 
which needs to be cleared. 
 
 

Vicar’s Vestry 
 
There are condensation holes which don’t appear to 
have the usual copper lining.  Redundant? 
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6.6 
 

 
Choir Vestry 
Hardwood timber door; door knob missing. 
 
North Aisle 
Has condensation slots at the foot of the windows. 
 
Stair Tower 
Appears to have obscure glass at the lower stage 
 
South Aisle (Children’s Corner) 

 
Has sand build up in left-hand corner and the guard is 
just shy of the window dressing. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Porch 
Doors are new, fielded, four panel double doors – clear finish.   
 
EXTERNAL METALWORK, WOODWORK AND PAINTWORK 
Rainwater goods painted, significant rust staining to gutters and downpipes – require 
decoration; also, the plastic downpipes need decoration to blend them in.   

  
6.7 TOWER, SPIRE, BELLS AND FRAMES  

 
 Six bells, no longer used, in resting position.  Tower generally sound, except as noted 

previously  Some joints to string courses and projecting mouldings open.  The bell and 
frame was not inspected.  The church has now an electric system for the bell.  It also 
has a Roman numeral clock. 

  
 INTERNAL FABRIC  
  

6.8 ROOF STRUCTURE 
 The roofs all appear sound – the exception is the south west corner which has seen, 

and may be continuing to see, water penetration. 
 
Chancel 
This consists of a four bay open timber truss roof with curved principal rafters, scissor 
braces; exposed purlins; rafters and boarding. 
 
Nave 
Four equal bays with two half bays at each end, trusses with high level collars and 
raking principal rafters supporting exposed purlins and rafters and boarding. 
 
Organ Loft 
Exposed rafters 
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North Aisle 
Simple, triangulated roof trusses in five equal bays; double row of purlins, exposed 
rafters with boarding. 
 
South Transept 
Three bay trusses as Nave. 

  
South Arcade 
Six equal bays of principal rafters supporting a single line of purlins supporting rafters 
and boarding; evidence of water ingress in south east corner – is this historical? – the 
back of the tower gutter is here.  At the west end (above the children’s corner) the 
walling is stopped short of the rafters and there is staining to the last principal rafter 
and bloom on the boarding.  There is no roof flashing in lead above this point.  It is in 
cement.  Investigate further. 

  
6.9.1 INTERNAL PARTITI ONS 

 See room descriptions. 
  
 
 

6.9.2 

 
 
INTERNAL CEILINGS 

  
Organ Loft 
Plasterboard 
 
Choir Vestry 
Suspended ceiling – 300mm grid tiles; rusting to the perimeter frame and signs of 
water ingress above the external door. 
 
WC 
Plasterboard 
 
Tea Kitchen 
Plasterboard 

  
6.9.3 INTERNAL WALLS  AND ROOMS 

  
 These are plaster and painted with matt emulsion.  Dampness is showing in the Choir 

and Vicar’s Vestry, south transept junction with tower and children’s corner. 
There appears to have been some remedial plasterwork to the wall to the north aisle 
of the choir vestry. 
 
A damp report has been produced by Proten Services. 
 
The condition and appeal of the wc, tea kitchen, choir and vicar’s vestry area are in 
direct contrast to the attractive worship spaces. 
 
North Aisle 
 
At the external wall junction to the choir vestry there is evidence of condensation run-
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off from the external windows. The west wall has been boxed out to the underside of 
the windows – has there been a damp problem here before? There is water showing 
in timber ceiling of the north door; the plaster reveal is split and there is dampness 
appearing on the surface of the walls. 
 
Nave 
The west wall boxing continues into the nave and stops at the south aisle. 
 
South Aisle 
Signs of significant damp penetration up to 2m high – this extends to the south wall of 
the south arcade, where there are various pockets of blisters on the wall up to the 
tower spiral stair.  
 
South Transept 
The west and south walls show signs of damp, as does the east wall at low level and 
also up to about 2m 
 
Chancel & Sanctuary 
 

Plaster is coming away at circa 2.5m above head 
height on the south wall; historical plaster crack 
adjacent to the south window; the sanctuary has circa 
3m high timber paneling, so it is not possible to 
understand whether there is any damp behind it, 
albeit there seems to be some bloom on the skirting 
board that may have come from cleaning the floor.  
There is flaking plaster on the north wall above the 
paneling; also historical crack. There is some plaster 

delaminating on the east wall to the left of the three light window.  Below, the wall 
paneling boards are shrunk and loose. 
 
Porch 
Exposed stoneworks with open joints and cement repairs.  Gas meter is on show with 
its piping; cable tie wires showing – should be clipped back.  Surface mounted 
electrical conduit serving two wall lights; some salting at low level to the stonework. 
 

 Vicar’s Vestry  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Damp in south wall adjacent to sanctuary, could be high level on the east.  Some 
slight cracking, to the east window masonry surround, at low level.  High level crack at 
wall to plaster ceiling junction.  Some slight cracking, to west wall at high level.  
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Obscured glass borrowed lights into tea kitchen and WC.  Partition walls between tea 
kitchen and WC appear to be made out of painted ply, possibly block boards – very 
elementary and needs redecoration. 
 

 Organ loft  
Impossible to gain access with temporary block board screens.  Has been a leak in 
the past, but it was boiler pipework and that has been remedied.  

  
 Tower  

Spiral stair stone treads. The bell electric system is on the ground floor.  Obscure light 
in is Georgian wired rusting – needs replacement.  
 
Bell ringing chamber – lime rendered walls, poor decorative order.  Clock is by W 
Potts & Sons, 1912, Leeds, England.  Last serviced May 2008 - annual inspection 
due.   
 
Obscure glass lancet arrow-slot lights glass either side of clock dial boarded up.  They 
are cracked when seen from outside.  Timber boarded floor.  Ledged and boarded 
door – significant graffiti.  Water staining to the underside of the upper stage ceiling.  
 
Bell Chamber Stage – six bells, new bell frame 1999.  Lime washed rubble walls, two 
louvered lancets per elevation.  Timber louvres.  Mesh was rusted away.  No evidence 
of birds nesting.  Adequate ventilation.  Floor is sandy – difficult to inspect.   
 
Tower roof - sarking boards visible.  Some evidence of water staining but no visible 
defects.  Also, there is no evidence of the metal band that shows on the outside on 
the inside.  No cracking.  Some fallout of masonry at the backs of the window 
dressings, but they look to be in check so not needing repair.     
 
Electrical system for bells is on this level.   
 
Top of the stair tower – daylight showing in the stone roofing.  Lots of sand on the 
steps, when needs to be removed for H & S.  Penultimate step somewhat eroded.  
Part of character so not to be levelled.  Proceed with caution.   
 
Unable to determine if bats are present. 
 
 

  
 Boiler Room  

A new gate is planned to be installed at top of stairs.  
Rusted railings will be painted.  Boiler is an Ideal 
Concord CXSI located within brick lined barrel vaulted 
chamber.  The heating was upgraded four years ago 
with new principal heating pipework.  Floor is damp; 
slating to brickwork, which has been rendered in the 
past; barrel vault render coming away; patchy areas 
on walls; open jointing; small chamber to the side 
below a brick built barrel vault roof storing paving 

slabs.  Fire Extinguisher - 9Kg ABC powder. 
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6.9.4 INTERNAL DOORS 
  
 Internal Porch Door   

Boarded double door lancet shaped, with good ornamental hinges; rudimentary 
draught stripping coming away.  No draught stripping to the porch entrance doors. 
 
Tower  
Door is a framed panel door, natural finish; door on the east side of the porch same as 
stair tower door – this is no longer in use; north door is boarded and framed, oak, 
natural finish; some water staining at the bottom rail. 
 
North Aisle 
North door is enclosed with an oak framed, partially glazed lobby with low ceiling; pair 
of double doors with no draught-proofing; doors require easing; pull handles are 
showing signs of rusting. 
 
 
Choir Vestry  
Door is formed within a timber framing within the arch, made from softwood and 
grained to imitate hardwood; four panel door; lock requires easing and handle fixing 
back; temporary repair has been produced in the past which should be remedied. 
 
 
Vicar’s Vestry 
Framed and boarded door, painted. 
 
Tea Kitchen and WC 
Simple, hardwood veneered flush doors. 

  
6.10 INTERNAL DECORATI ON 

  
 Decoration consists primarily of cream emulsion to plaster walls and is in reasonable 

condition apart from water stained and damp areas. 
  

6.11 FLOORS AND WALKWAYS  
  
 Red painted concrete with carpet on top; some of the floor paint, where visible, is 

lifting; areas containing pews are natural finish pine boards which are perforated in the 
south side of the nave; brass grilles – ventilating or heating? – there appear to be no 
grilles elsewhere. 
 
Porch 
Porch floor is painted concrete and carpet. 
 
South Transept 
Large metal grilles above floor void. 
 
Nave 
Altar area is on suspended timber platform. 
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Fix down the recess brass grilles at south transept junction – trip hazard. 
 
Chancel 
Carpeted with solid flooring. 
 
Sanctuary 
Marble flooring, which is stained in places.  The High Altar is on a raised marble 
plinth. 
 
Note, there is no rail on the kneeling steps to the Low Altar, though there is at the 
sides.  Step up to Choir Vestry. 
 
Choir Vestry 
Solid floor carpeted with carpet tiles. 
 
Tea Kitchen and Lobby 
Solid floor with vinyl covering, showing some signs of wear and tear. 
 
 
North Aisle 
Carpet areas to the north aisle showing signs of wear and some are inadequately 
fixed down and could cause a trip hazard, particularly in the walkways.  Carpet over 
the font is ragged and very loose.  

  
6.12 GLAZING & VENTILATION  

  
 Glazing is a mixture of clear and pictorial glass; the north aisle contains three pictorial 

glass windows; the east three-light window is pictorial, as is the south transept and 
Children’s Corner.  The Nave has three south clerestory circular windows with 
coloured glass. 
 
Generally the glazing is in good repair.  There are some minor cracks to margin glass 
on the north clear glazed window. 

  
 The glass could benefit from window cleaning both inside and out, though this would 

necessitate the removal of the polycarbonate shields, which themselves could also be 
cleaned.  

  
 When inspecting, the temperature was acceptable and the building appears to be 

adequately ventilated. 
  

6.13 FIXTURES AND FITTINGS 
  

6.13.1 Furniture & Fittings  
The pews are in pitch pine.  The choir stalls, reader chairs and pulpit are in oak and 
chancel screen in oak.  Pulpit steps need fixing back.  The altar rail is in oak as is the 
sanctuary wall panelling.  The organ is in pitch pine and has two temporary builders 
sheeting boards, which are rudimentarily and screwed to timber framework.  The low 
altar is oak, as is the high altar. 
There is an octagonal font on a sandstone plinth with oak cover. 
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6.13.2 Organ and/or other musical Instruments  

  
 Last recorded tuning in circa October 2008 and a service is 

being arranged now.  There is an electric piano in the south 
transept and old organ on the north aisle crossing. 
 
Replacement organ by J J Binns, Filton & Haley of Leeds 
installed in 1996. 

  
6.14 MONUMENTS AND/OR ANY PARTICULAR FEATURES  

  
 Schedule of Furnishings and Fittings  

 
Altars  
High Altar - (1880) - Oak – Donor: The family of George Mallam  
Knight Chapel Altar - (1934) - Oak – In memory of Cannon P.Y. Knight   
Nave Altar – (1971) – Oak, portable – Donor: The family of Siddle   

 
Reredos 
High Altar – (1880) – oak – painted  
In memory of George Mallam October 3rd 1880 
Knight Altar – light oak 

 
Pulpit 
Oak - (1907) - five sided with figure of St Paul 

 
Font (and cover) 
Stone - (1870) - hexagonal 
Cover – oak  
Brass Ewer 
 
Screens 
Chancel Screen Oak-In memory of Kate Barber wife of the incumbent 
 

Stained glass 
East Window Replaced after war damage 1950-1952-3 lights Resurrection – 
Crucifixion - Ascension 
Memorial of 1914 –1918 and 1939 – 1945 War 

Rose Window In memory of J W Clark son of Mr and Mrs Clark 
 

South Transept 
3 lights Cornelius – Jairus’ Daughter – Good Samaritan 
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In memory of Capt. Ed Dale – Elizabeth Mallam – John Abbs 

South Aisle (Children’s corner) 
2 lights St Luke – St Paul-In memory to James T Reed 

2 Lights Christ blessing the little children-In memory to J & A Routledge 

West Window (central)  
4 lights Abraham – Moses – Melchizadec –Elijah. In memory of William Nicholson 
Taylor 

West Window (north aisle) 
Light of St Paul’s Conversion 

North Aisle 
2 lights DLI War Memorial window. In memory of 2nd Lt. Alfred Gordon Bell 
2 lights Dorcas.  In memory to Isabella Clark Morris. Given by the committee and 
employees of Ryhope and Silksworth Independent & Provident Society 

Monuments 
 
Porch 
Wooden Plaque recording grants given for building of church extension  
Metal Plaque in memory of C Gibson 1912 (Clock and Bells) 
Main doors with brass dedication plaque in memory of Nan and Bessie Ferry 
 
Sanctuary 
Marble table, arch shaped with corn and grapes design (behind credence shelf) In 
memory of Luke and Anne Weatherall given by their family  
Small brass tablet (left of alter, base of panel) In memory of Dr J Bain Alderson 1947 
Small brass tablet (left of alter, base of panel) In memory of Alice Mary Little wife of 
Canon J A Little, 1940 
Small bras plaque (left of alter rail) In memory of the parents of Dr J Bain Alderson 
dedicated 1936 
Small brass tablet (Right of alter base of panel) In memory of John Thompson 
Church Warden for 23 years 1950 
Small brass tablet (Right of alter base of panel) In memory of Barbara Lorraine and J 
T Lorraine 
Brass Plaque (Right of rail) Commemorating the gift of marble pavement and black 
marble credence shelf In memory of Rev H W Barber 1880-1902 
 
Schedule of Furnishings and Fittings -continued 

Brass plaque (by alter rail) given by parishioners in memory of Rev Barber  
Gates Given in memory of H Peacock (small brass plaque on gates) 
Brass plaque (by pulpit) In memory of Kate barber for Chancel screen given by 
parishioners and friends  
 
South Transept 
Ryhope Colliery Memorial plaque and miners lamp 1856 – 1966  
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South Wall 
Marble table In memory of Luke Weatherall (Church Warden) March 1916 
Brass and Marble wall plaque (Right of the south door) In memory of Rev William 
Wilson Vicar of St Paul’s church 1845 – 1880 
 
West Wall 
War memorial 1914 – 1918 - Painted wood (behind font) 

North Aisle 
War memorial 1939 – 1945 oak, painted (right of north porch) 
Brass plaque. In memory of Lt Alfred Gordon Bell 1917 
Brass Plaque (Knight Altar Sanctuary). In memory of Isabella Clark Morris 1909 
Brass plaque (by rail on floor of sanctuary). In memory of Canon P Y Knight 1934 
 
Woodwork  
2 Wooden processional crosses  
2 Standard candle holders, oak (High Altar) In memory of Wm Crombie Maughan 
(died in Calcutta 1924) 
2 Standard  Processional candlesticks, light oak  In memory of Jane Watson 1961 
1 Communion Rail ( High Altar) In memory of Rev Barber 
1 Communion Rail ( Knights Altar)  
2 half Communion Rails (either side of Nave  Altar)  
4 oak chairs (Sanctuary)  
2 Prayer Desks (Sanctuary) 
1 chair with leather seat (Knights Altar) 
1 Prayer Desk (Knights Altar) 
2 Prayer desks South Transept  
2 small prayer desks (children’s corner)  
1 small round table (children’s corner)  
3 small blue chairs (children’s corner)  
Alms box on pillar in Nave, metal and wood  
Choir stalls in Chancel  
2 hymn boards 
36 Pews in the main aisle 
29 pews in the Lady Chapel 
Vestment chest in Vicar’s vestry 
Box for Frontals in Chancel 
Christmas Crib and Figures  
Memorial Book and Desk, wood and glass 
 
Paintings  
Embroided tapestry of the Last Supper (Vestry) 
Stations of the Cross (14) 
Adoring Angel print by Fr Lippo Lippi (on pillar) 
Shepherd Boy by Margaret Tarrant, (Children’s Corner) 
Jesus blessing the children (Children’s Corner) 
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6.15 SERVICES 
  
 HEATING SYSTEM 

Boiler service October 2008; adjustments to the system have been undertaken just 
recently.   Consists of hot water central heating system comprising in the south aisle, 
3” tubular bank of pipework which continues to run around the perimeter to cast iron 
radiators.   
 
There is a further pipe bank on the west nave wall .  There are four radiators in the 
body of the church, one in the chancel and one in the sanctuary.  Portable electric 
heaters run off extension leads in the choir vestry.  No heating in the WC and tea 
kitchen, because vestry not open. 
 
There is also a double-finned, boxed central heating radiator on the south side of the 
nave at the mid-point of the pews. 

  
6.16 ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

  
 Bell tower electrics were inspected January 2009.  Main building electrics – last 

inspection unknown – due for inspection. 
 

 Electric distribution boards at high level at the south chancel wall against the porch.  
Further distribution board on the east wall and also the south wall of the south 
transept and south aisle.  Extensive area of plaster has come away.  
  

6.16.1 LIGHTING SYSTEM 
 South aisle, south transept, nave, chancel are served by halogen surface wired light 

fittings.  The north aisle has a combination of surface mounted halogen light fittings 
and surface mounted spotlights.  There is a spotlight to serve the lectern and picture 
light at the pulpit.   
 
The choir vestry has two linear fluorescent lights fixed to the suspended ceiling.  The 
tea kitchen and WC have pendant pull, ceiling mounted batten holders and unshaded 
bulb.  

  
6.17 LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR 

  
 Last inspected three years ago.  It is a copper strap on the south face of the tower, 

which is connected to a lightning conductor at the apex of the tower roof and is 
surface mounted and clipped back to the stonework down to ground.  It is protected at 
low level with galvanised metal trunking with anti vandal screws.  It appears sound, 
but no test certificate was available at the time of the inspection. 

  
6.18 FIRE PRECAUTIONS 

  
 Date of last test of fire extinguishers is May 2008.  Porch - 6L foam; South Transept – 

6L foam and 2Kg carbon dioxide; Font – 2Kg ABC powder, not mounted to wall; North 
Aisle Lobby – 6L foam; Choir Vestry – 6L foam. 
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6.19 SANITARY FACILITIES  
  
 There is a unisex WC and wash handbasin.  Access via the tea kitchen in the choir 

vestry.  Not disabled access standard or readily available to the congregation or 
visitors to the church. 

  
6.20 SECURITY  

  
 The porch entrance double doors have two five-lever locks, one of which is a 

deadbolt.  There is a five-lever lock on the double doors from the lobby into the south 
aisle.   
 
The north door is bolted top and bottom and has a five-lever lock.  Choir vestry door – 
bolts top and bottom with rimlock and night latch.  Five steps to door. 

  
6.21 DISABLED ACCESS  

  
 Ramped access from the road, not to disabled standards.  Two steps up to porch 

lobby.  Double doors can be opened to provide wheelchair access.  Two movable 
metal ramps are available for use at the main entrance to provide access, with 
assistance, from persons using wheelchairs. 
Two steps to lower altar.  One step to high altar.   

  
 Five steps to Choir Vestry. 

  
6.22 EXTERNAL AREAS  

  
 The churchyard is closed.  Majority of the memorials have been removed.  There are 

still graves under the ground.  There are three standing monuments to the south – 
one has been toppled (though not by the topple test).  There are five standing 
monuments to the north east, one has been toppled.  The two monuments that have 
perimeter kerbstones – these are derelict.   
 
The ground beyond the north boundary is circa 3m lower and retained by stonewalling 
to the height of the churchyard.  This is the LA responsibility.  There is no guarding.   
 
The boundary to the east is constructed from stonewalling circa 1m high with curved 
top copings and general good repair. 
 
Iron entrance gates to the site, which are modern and not lockable.  
 
The walling to the road elevation at low level has a lot of the jointing washed out, but 
still structurally sound.  It has been repaired with cement mortar, as have the gate 
posts which need attention on the eastern side.  The earlier gate fixing has remained 
in place, expanded the joint.  The eastern boundary has stonework walls – patchy and 
makeshift – but okay.  There are two ‘keep off the grass’ and ‘no ball games’ signs.  
People are using this as a shortcut – there is no pedestrian right of way. 

  
6.23 AREAS NOT  INSPECTED 

  
 Organ loft 
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Underfloor voids 
Roof voids 

  
SECTION 7.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 
 The following order of priorities sets out in broad terms, the relative urgency of 

foreseeable repairs over the next 5 years. 
 
It is not a definitive programme of work and items can be brought forward if desired. 
 

7.1 URGENT WORKS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 
  
 Gutter Repairs  
 Remove plants  from gutters and walling and loose metal rod at front of tower.  
 Clean up at site of fire. 
 Test electrical system. 
 Test lightning conductor. 
  
7.2 WORKS RECOMMENDED TO BE CARRIED OUT DURING NEXT 12 MONTHS 
  
 External Walling  
 Clean off  stain on North Nave. 
 Close nesting site. 
  
 Roof Coverings  
 Partial repoint nave ridge. Review irregularity of ridge at Sanctuary. 
 Replace slipped slates at South Transept. Consider repointing ridge.  
 Fix slipped slate and add new wider slate at chancel 
  

Remove mortar pointing to South Aisle, West gable parapet and replace with lead with 
anti vandal paint.  
 
New lead to top of organ loft roof  and East gable required.  

  
Inspect the gutter behind the tower and the box gutter between the Nave and North 
Aisle and the box gutter between the vestry and chancel 

  
 Investigate timberwork at West, South aisle above children’s corner. This may be 

stained due to absence of lead flashing. Check for damp or rot. 
  
 Rainwater Disposal System  
 Correct gutter junction and backfall at Chancel. Add gutter stop end at South 

Transept. Repair swan neck and check for blockage at North, North Aisle. Fix 
directional shoe to South Transept drainpipe. 

 Replace South Nave plastic gutter downpipe or extend pipe downwards onto lead 
slate. 

 Fix back soil and vent pipe at vestry and set vertical. 
  
 External Window s and Door s 
 Replace or improve security to South Transept polycarbonate metal window. 
 Remove sand build up behind polycarbonate guarding. 
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 Fit handle to choir vestry door. 
  
 Decoration  
 Repaint gutters and downpipes. 
 Repaint vicar and choir vestries, WC and tea kitchen. 
  
 Tower  
 Repair open joints in roof, sweep up sand, renew bird guarding mesh to louvres. 
  
 Internal Walls  
 Carry out recommendations of specialist damp report. 
  
 Floors And Walkways  
  
 Fix down brass grilles in front of platform at South Nave/Nave junction. 
 Fix down loose carpet edges. 
  
 Glazing  
 Clean window glass and polycarbonate panels. 
  
 Fixtures  
 Fix back pulpit steps. 
  
 External Areas  
 Encourage local authority to repair walls within their responsibility. 
 Reset toppled monuments and remake grave surrounds. 
 Rebuild East gate post caps and remove redundant rusted metal fixings. 
  
 Security  
 Consider installing elementary security lighting on detectors to illuminate the West, 

North and East elevations, 
 or, external floodlighting onto the church, which should deter intruders whilst 

celebrating it’s presence in the community. 
  
7.3 WORKS RECOMMENDED TO BE CARRIED OUT DURING THE QUIN QUENNIAL 

PERIOD 
  
 External Walling  
 Repoint and/or repair all areas of lean, open or hard cement rich mortar using a lime 

based mortar, mending open joints to roof copings, water tabling, butresses, tower 
string course and tower stair roof listed in Sections 6.1 and 6.2.  

 Replace brickwork with stonework on high level Nave. 
  
 Internal Ceili ngs  
 Remove rust to choir vestry suspended ceiling. 
  
 External Doors  
 Ease North aisle door and add draughtproofing. 
 Repair handles. 
 Ease choir vestry door and replace handle. 
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 Internal Decoration  
 The general decoration is good but will need renewing during the quinquennial. 
  
 Boiler Room  
 Renew barrel vault render. 
  
  

Vicar’s Vestry 
 Monitor wall cracking and redecorate wc partition. 
  
 Organ Loft  
 Improve the temporary screwed access panels. 
  
 Porch  
 Replan gas meter location. Remove surface wiring to make the space more 

welcoming. 
  
7.4 WORKS DESIRABLE BUT NOT ESSENTIALS ITEM  

  
 External areas  
 Guarding to rear wall. 
 Replacement, lockable entrance gates. 
  

7.5 WORKS REQUIRED TO IMPROVE DISABLED ACCESS  
 Consider permanent ramp to porch and disabled wc. 
 
 
 
 

 

SECTION 8.0 ESTIMATE COST OF REPAIRS  
  
 To assist the Parish, the Diocese and potential funders – including English Heritage – 

the following approximation of costs is provided as a guide for budgeting purposes. 
The costs are based on typical costs for the works described currently at the date of 
the report. No allowances made for professional or other fees. 

  
8.1 URGENT WORKS REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTON  
   
 Gutter  and rwp repairs £1,500 
 Remove plants and loose metal rod at front of tower.  £  - 
 Clean up at site of fire. £ 25 
 Test electrical system. Specialist 

installation  
 Test lightning conductor. Specialist 

installation 
   
8.2 WORKS RECOMMENDED TO BE CARRIED OUT DURING 

NEXT 12 MONTHS 
 

   
 External walling £50 
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 Roof coverings (excluding box gutters) £3,000 
 External windows and doors £750 
 Decoration £1,500 
 Tower £750 
 Internal wall damproofing £6,000 
 Floors and Walkways £100 
 Glazing £150 
 Fixtures £80 
 External areas £1,000 
 Security- elementary scheme £750 
   
8.3 WORKS RECOMMENDED TO BE CARRIED OUT DURING 

THE QUINQUENNIAL PERIOD 
 

   
 External walling £7-10,000 
 Internal ceilings £75 
 External doors £100 
 Internal decoration £3,000 
 Boiler room £300 
 Vicar’s vestry £100 
 Organ loft £300 
 Porch £750 
 
 
 

  

8.4 WORKS DESIRABLE BUT NOT ESSENTIALS ITEM   
   
 External areas £3,000 
   
   
   
8.5 WORKS REQUIRED TO IMPROVE DISABLED ACCESS   
   
 Improve access £TBC 
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