
 

�����������	
����
��������	
�����	���������������������	
����
��������	
�����	���������������������	
����
��������	
�����	���������������������	
����
��������	
�����	����������� ���
����

���������	�	�������������������
����������������������	�	�������������������
����������������������	�	�������������������
����������������������	�	�������������������
�������������� ���
 
Introduction 
 
The parish church of St Margaret of Antioch (NGR NZ 27118/42406  stands on the 
west side of the River Wear and on the south side of Crossgate, its churchyard being 
terraced into the steeply-rising valley side, overlooking the west end of Framwellgate 
Bridge and commanding a dramatic view of the Castle and Cathedral. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Location Map 
        (OS map licence 10045703) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The building consists of a four-bay aisled nave with a western tower and north and 
south porches, and a chancel with a two-bay south chapel and organ chamber and 
vestry to the north. The chancel and nave arcades are of various later12th century 
dates, and the aisles seem to have been rebuilt in the 14th century, with the tower and 
chapels flanking the chancel being added in the 15th. However, any reconstruction of 
the structural history is made difficult by a whole series of campaigns of restoration 
and remodelling during the 19th century restoration, only the later of which are well 
documented. During 1880-1881 the north aisle and porch, organ chamber and vestry 
were all rebuilt by Hodgson Fowler, the aisle being wider than its predecessor which 
the architect commented ‘had no ancient work in  it’ (Ryder 2002) 
 
The 2007 Works 
 
During 2007 a series of works were carried out including the renewal of concrete 
flooring in the paved walkways of the nave; an archaeological watching brief was 
requested by the Archaeology Section of Durham County Council. 
 
Two site visits were made by the contractor. On the 25th July the floor of the western 
bay of the north aisle had been removed, and on the 1st August those of the walkways 
crossing the western bay of the nave, in the eastern part of the north aisle and in pats 
of the south aisle. 
 
 
 



 

The West End of the North Aisle 
 
After the removal of wood block flooring and concrete, a surface of hardcore and 
gravel; was exposed between 100 and 200 mm below the existing floor; this was to 
remain undisturbed.  There was no evidence of any pre-19th century features, or of the 
1881-2 widening of the aisle. The base of the westernmost pier of the north arcade 
appears to have been replaced in the late 19th or early 20th century (perhaps in 1881-2) 
and appears to have been underpinned in brick. 
 
The Walkways in the Nave and Aisles 
 
The removal of the concrete exposed a surface of grey/brown soft sand and small 
rubble 100-150mm below the present floors, with no features of archaeological 
interest except for a few small flat stones set at c 50mm below the floor surface, 
mostly adjacent to the bases of piers, which may have been remnants of some 
previous flooring. Under the removed walkway at the east end of the south aisle a 
rough concrete support appeared on the south side of the area, which presumably 
functioned as a support for the pew platform.  . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Removed flooring at the west end of the south 
aisle (looking west) showing the western pier 
of the 12th-century arcade and some small 
broken flagstones at its floor, possibly a 
remnant of an earlier floor. The photograph 
also demonstrates the shallow depth of the 
excavation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary  
 
No significant features of archaeological interest were seen; the depth of excavation 
precluded the exposure of anything more than the make-up layers for the 20th century 
flooring. However, this is an important historic church of 12th-century or earlier 
origin, and continual vigilance is essential as experience elsewhere shows that that 
important features at times survive even at shallow depth. 

 
Peter F Ryder August 2007 
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